
Getting Your Tween Excited About Reading 

a Santa Rosa Junior College Community Education 
online class beginning June 6, 2011 
 

Students in this online course will survey a broad variety of age-

appropriate literature that can be employed in seeking to hook 

young people ages 10 through 13 on reading for pleasure and in 

searching for information. Included will be picture books for older 

readers and graphic novels; nonfiction pleasure reading, 

information-seeking, and self-help books; poetry and verse novels; 

historical and contemporary fiction; popular periodicals focused on 

this age group; a focus on 'boy books' and books for reluctant 

readers; and multicultural literature. Students will read from these 

genres and utilize Web 2.0 online tools to share their reactions on a 

weekly basis. 

Richie Partington, Instructor 
RichiesPicks.com 
 

Richie Partington teaches children’s services and materials in the San Jose 

State University School of Library and Information Science.  Throughout his 

previous careers, as the Executive Director of an urban nonprofit childcare 

center, as the Children's and YA Buyer for Copperfield’s Books (he's had 

dinner with J.K. Rowling), as an online reviewer with a website at 

richiespicks.com, and as a long-time volunteer in his local middle school, 

Richie has spent time reading, reading aloud, and booktalking to children, 

parents, professionals, and university students. He is the founder and 

moderator of the Middle_School_Lit online discussion group and the Ecolit 

online discussion group. He is the author of I Second That Emotion: Sharing 

Children's and Young Adult Poetry, a 21st century resource guide for 

teachers and librarians. Salt Lake City, UT: Hi Willow Research and 

Publishing. 


